IN  THE  TROTSKYIST  TRIALS        l6l

trial had had a disastrous effect abroad. It had
furnished opponents with welcome material
for propaganda and made many friends waver.
It had evoked doubts as to the stability of the
regime, in which previously even its enemies
had believed. Why, then, were they so light-
heartedly jeopardising their own prestige by
a second trial of the same kind ?

The reason, the opponents assert, is Stalin's
ruthless despotism, his delight in terror. It is
quite obvious: this man Stalin, with all his
feelings of inferiority and boundless lust for Khan
power and for revenge, wants to wreak venge-
ance on all those who have at any time injured
him and all who might be dangerous to him
in any way. Like Hitler, he wants to shoot a
clear space all around him.

Such nonsense betrays an ignorance of the
human soul and a lack of discernment. Read
any book or any speech of Stalin's, look at any psychologists
portrait of him, think of any measure which
he has taken for the purposes of the construc-
tion. It at once becomes as clear as daylight
that this modest, impersonal man cannot pos-
sibly have committed the colossal indiscretion
of producing, with the assistance of countless